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Living By Degree
By Wayne T. Adams 33an article fronThe Northern Light (August 2008)

The following was adapted from a paper presented at the winter reahiba Scottish Rite Valley of Toledo on Jan. 12, 2008

Masonry is a progressive science. This term has beesh fos at least a hundred years. The word
“progressive” is used in the sense of making an advandememoving forward. The word “science” is used to
mean a system of knowledge.

Taken together, “progressive science” connotes making aaneement in a particular system of
knowledge. Ancient craft Masonry and Scottish Rite Magare part of a system of knowledge, and there is
throughout, a common purpose and a continuous progression.

PATTERN

In each degree there is an opening which insulates theipants from the hurly-burly of the outside world
and focuses attention on the matter at hand.

Preparation of the candidate, both outside and insidéotiyg room, sets the stage for the obligation, the
story, the symbols, the allegory or story within thergtand the lecture or recapitulation to follow. Theee
craft degrees follow a very similar pattern and structure

The Scottish Rite Degrees place less emphasis andivédual participation of the candidate—an exemplar
is used, for example—but more emphasis on dramatizatibnlonger speaking parts, costumes, extensive use
of props and very often the accompaniment of music. tiBtasic elements of the degree pattern are there
throughout all the degrees.

This pattern or surface similarity is apparent to e\dagon, but there is much more to be found in these
degrees, in there purpose and in their progression.

PURPOSE

The common purpose of all Masonic degrees is to engage aipriocess. One of the characteristics—
indeed one of the beauties—of Masonry is that there msuthoritative interpretation. This author will suggest
one of several possible interpretations of this progress.

One of the significant characteristics which sets dnosmapart from all other beings is that we know our time
on earth is going to come to a close.

No one thinks it's going to happen very soon, but knowirg itfs going to happen some day, enables a
man to stand back and see a life cycle of birth, repra@iduand death.

An anthropologist can elaborate on this a littledntd say we’re born, we eat, we mate, we nourish our
young and so forth, but the story always has the sadiag

With this realization, men take many different patiSach of us has seen it happen. Some men are
attracted by false beacons and end up on the rocks. Wanaer down the dark alleys of life and become
hopelessly confused. Others spend their lives just runningnéron circles accomplishing very little, but
sooner or later man men sayhtre must be more to life than this
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From that moment—whether a man realizes it or notislo® a spiritual journey. Every Mason is, at least
symbolically, on such a journey. It is really mohan a journey: he is on a quest to define some purpose that
distinguishes him, that sets him apart from transitomdsethat are simply born, mate and die. This journey,
this quest, is the expression of a man coming to ternmshigtown fate.

Masonry has no dogma. It doesn’t tell us what is tuélse. It doesn'’t tell what our purpose is, but it
does it very systematically and progressively offechame of us a means which will point us the way totwha
has proven to be good and true.

In it's progression of degrees, it presents a seriexjpériences designed to help a man discern, discover
and define what he wants his purpose to be. That istiyecuux of the matter.

We are at any given point in our lives the person weoglescourselves to be: it is about what we want to
become. Masonry is more than a social club:attisinking man’s organization.

The ritual of all our degrees males ample use of theignig@inguage, but Masonry speaks most profoundly
in the language of symbol and, very often, the questiootis“What does this word mean?”, but, “What can
this symbol mean?”

Instead of telling people what to do or what to belieMasonry invites men to see things differently,
confident that if they do, their behavior can changdHerbetter. It calls on a man’s imagination moentan
his reason or his will.

If a Mason is to accept this invitation, the place tocl he is invited has to seem comfortable and familiar
to him. Most men are, to some degree, familiar with basic working tools of the builder’s trade.
Consequently, Masonry begins with those concrete péatg It speaks of setting mauls, rules, squaresisiev
plumbs and trowels, of ashlars and perfect ashlars. eTite®s are very much a part of a man’s world and,
consequently, give Masonry an opening ring of reality.

Then having gotten a man that far, having gotten his attewtit things he knows to be true, it carries him
on a trajectory of belief.

The phrase “trajectory of belief” is important fé'sideepest meaning is that Masonry locates the authority
for it's teachings not in doctrine or dogma, but in mdrésrts. It's teachings are true, Masonry holds, not
because they come from doctrine or dogma, but becausevounearts know them to be true.

We all start our Masonic career in craft masonry. kiew that in the Entered Apprentice Degree we
receive instruction in the four cardinal virtues: tempeea fortitude, prudence and justice; on the three
theological virtues; faith, hope and charity; and intédwets of our profession as masons: brotherly lelefr
and truth.

We know that as Fellow Craft Masons we are instruictéde seven liberal arts and sciences and are shown
very practical applications of that knowledge in our difgs.

As Master Masons the example of Hiram teaches wsthbae end of our days—when all else is gone—the
one thing that will still be important to us is the knedde that we have been faithful to our obligations.
Understanding those obligations and trying to live by theas i&r in Masonry as many good men want to go.

Scottish Rite Masons have opted to explore further lmbman experience. The vocation of the Scottish
Rite is to take a Mason to a new level, a level whergs lgiven the tools to consider, study and use principles in
a fairly sophisticated way to the end that he can findhilmself the perfect ashlar within, the ashlar he wamts t
be.

The Scottish rite builds on craft Masonry and offengr additional groups of degrees, each designed to
provide more light in Masonry. There are six essemtiatore Scottish Rite Degrees. Thtid really an
introduction to Scottish Rite Masonry and explains thatfour groups are the ineffable degrees of the Lodge of
perfection, the two historical degrees of the council aides of Jerusalem, the two philosophical degrees of
the chapter of Rose Croix and the 14 chivalric degredseafdnsistory.

PROGRESSION

The four groups of degrees make sense only when one undergtanhthey share a common purpose with
the other degrees in their group, and that the degreesfoMasonry and the degrees of the four bodies of the
Scottish Rite taken together offer us a progressive ingirue the formation of personal values and in the
making of personal choice
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The degrees in each body are not isolated in purpose fachm ather, and the five bodies—blue lodge,
Lodge of Perfection, Council of Princes of Jerusalemap@dr of Rose Croix and Consistory—offer a
progressive advancement worthy of study and contemplaticamswering the most fundamental questions a
Mason ever asked: “From whence come you? Witheyawetraveling? Of what are you in pursuit? And to
what do you allude?”

In modern jargon we might say, “Where are you coming fowihere are you going with your life? What
on earth are you trying to accomplish? How are you unegssyour success?”

In answering these questions you will arrive at a selfalkedge about yourself, that will enable you to
square your life away. And right there we have the séep because the symbols, legends, and allegories
found in our degrees will help you arrive at answers whie meaningful to you.

As you start to put this all together in your own minds tiseful to remember the advice of Julian Rees in
his bookThe Stairway of MasonryHe writes, “...the (Masonic) journey is concerned nihuearning other
people’s answers, but in working it out for yourself.”

The fact that you decided to seek more light in Scottish Rasonry may indicate a curiosity or a desire
just to join another body you have heard about, but bsddo think that most Masons who approach the
Scottish Rite do so because they have a desire—a thir#artosomething about themselves and the way they
want to lives their lives.

The degrees of craft Masonry offer instruction in hoason should order his own life. In the Lodge of
Perfection—the ineffable degrees—he is caused to refletiiase divine and spiritual attributes which form a
good man’s life.

However, with study and reflection of the situationssgnted in the Lodge of Perfection, a Mason can
come to a better understanding of the qualities of out. Gor example, in the 24ve learn that one of the
names used for deity is Yaweh which in the Hebrew langeagemean “l speak” denoting that one of the
greatest qualities of God is that He came speak to eachfars individually. He speaks to us from a study of
sacred writings, from the example, of others, and fiwainner recesses of our own conscience.

The two degrees of the Council are called historical degoeeause they present historical situations. In
these degrees we witness the interplay of values amptagoms which visit every good man’s life.

There are several characters in the degrees of Masdrich have a profound effect on us. The first of
course is Hiram Abif in the®°3 Hiram offers us the example of a man who was fditbfhis obligation even in
the face of physical violence which led to his death. dviasall around the world witness that degree with awe
again and again. We wonder if we would have the sama@rstaresolve, determination and sheer will to resist
if we were put to such a test.

In the 18 we are introduced to Zerubabbel, another powerful fignr®Masonic ritual. Zerubabbel was
confronted with a hard choice. Some wonderful thingsdchappen if he could just once, in one little way,
break faith with his obligations. We have all beenunhssituations. Zerubabbael had to resolve in his own
mind if an unworthy means could justify a worthy end. #tslity to his obligation was a powerful influence
on Darius, the Babylonian king. This degree suggests tocdahthat fidelity to our obligations is not just the
right thing to do, but that it can be a powerful influermn others and can profoundly influence the way others
see not only us but the world.

The two philosophical degrees of the Rose Croix inviteouseflect that there are certain fundamental
values common in every man in every age and in evdtyreu Those fundamental values embedded in our
ritual, parallel perfectly the founding philosophy of this oati It is a philosophy which holds that all men are
created equal. It holds that every man is deservinguofhelp, fairness and plain dealing. It holds that
inclusion, toleration and affirmation among men areemssal in building strong families and strong
communities.

The philosophical degrees urge us to be tolerant, to oveslgadrficial differences among men, to look for
the basic goodness found in every man and, where pogsiliielp a man build his life on the common values
developed in these two philosophical degrees.
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The 14 Consistory degrees frequently suggest a choice-usiotjchoice between right and wrong or
between good and evil. These degrees present situativhgcima man is challenged by competing obligations
and has to make a moral choice.

Constans in the 3lis the most powerful figure in the Scottish Rite degreele is faced with several
temptations which he is able to handle easily. Tleeis faced with the very difficult situation of faithfiess to
two competing obligations over which we will see him ageni2ll of us have faced choices between right and
wrong as did Hiram. Every one of us has had sligidye complex choices where we were tempted to let the
ends justify the means as was Zerubabbel. And nowst@ns we understand that a man often has to make
moral choices between two inconsistent obligations.

A full examination of how the characters in these degrerogressively develop and explain the
fundamental principles of Masonry and of how each am@les the difficult choices in life is the glory thie
Scottish Rite. It is the offer of the Scottish Riteeach Mason who seeks further light. In thé 82 see
Constans again, having learned all the lessons and suclepsfsged all the tests, he is created a Sublime
Prince of the Royal Secret. Scottish Rite Masons slioaily receive that degree. It does not mean younare
prince. It does not mean you have the royal sectetoes mean that your own personal value system &rla w
in progress, and it suggests a goal.

First, master the virtues, tenets and lessons of bldgel Masonry. Second, discover the power of the
ineffable divine in the Lodge of Perfection. Third, ledne power of truth and fidelity from the historical
examples in the Council of Princes of Jerusalem. Foeflect on the lessons of universality and toleration
taught in the Rose Croix degrees, and finally, acquieeehdperience in the difficult task of balancing theaho
dilemmas as presented in the Consistory degrees.

A Mason who follows these steps will indeed have progdessa point where he will be regarded by his
fellows as a prince among men and possess the setiuda life which is good and true.

Fall Reunion Schedule

Just a reminder that The Valley’s Fall Reunion will take place next month at the Masonic Temple in Missoula
starting with a half day event Friday & Saturday, November7-8, 2008. As was done last year, the reunion will be
combined with the Feast of Tishri Dinner, which provel to be a very successful event and is expected to be even
better this year.

Friday, November 7, 2008
6:30PM  Candidate registration

6:45PM  4th Degree — Team Captain Tim Lund 32KCCH
8:00PM  6th Degree —  Team Captain Jim Woodward 32
9:00PM  14th Degree — Team Captain Pete DeWit 33

Saturday, November 8, 2008
7:00AM Full hot breakfast

8:00 AM 15thDegree — Team Captain Larry Lund 33 PGM
9:30AM  18th Degree —  Team Captain Pete DeWit 33
10:45AM 27th Degree — Team Captain L. D. Gross 3RKCCH
1:00PM  30th Degree =~ — Team Captain L. D. Gross 3RCCH
2:30PM  32nd Degree —  Team Captain Mark King 33

5:00PM Feast of Tishri/Reunion Banquet (Ladies int&d)
6:30PM  Ring & Hat ceremony (Ladies invited) M.C. Pe DeWit 33

The Banquet will be prepared & hosted by Worthy Matron Débbie McDonald of Immanuel Chapter of the Order
of the Eastern Star. Tickets are $15.00 per person.
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The Lodge Of Perfection
by Ill. Brother Bob Anderson, 33°

The Lodge of Perfection is one of the four bodies that make updbi#ish Rite. It is from this body that most Scottish
Rite valleys conduct their business. The body consistsvehsaected officials and five appointed ones. The Venerable
Master being the presiding officer of the body.

The ineffable degrees, th& through the 14 degrees, make up the Lodge of Perfection. They are the inviestigad
contemplation of the ineffable, or unspoken, name of Godhdse degrees the search for the unspoken name of God is a
metaphor for all of the essential qualities of Deityt luge incapable of description or being put to language. i3 s
remind us of His omnipresence.

“The Deity is thus not an object of knowledge, but of faith; not to be apptbhghbe understanding, but by the moral
sense; not to be conceived; but to be felMforals and Dogma

These degrees are also known as the “Perfection” degfémsroot word, perfect, comes from Latin origin meaning to
perform, to finish, to perfect. These degrees compbeténish, the Master Mason degree of speculativedias The
assassins are captured and executed, the temple of Solonwnpieted and the lost word is found. Thé& Biégree is
also known as the “Perfect Elu.” Elu, comes from the Fremord, elu, meaning “elect.” Thus, this degree refera
person elected to a specific honor or task.

It is important to note that until 1842 these degrees doeldeceived from an independent “Sublime Grand Lodge of
Perfection” and not solely under the auspices of the Sc&ttish

Through these degrees are depicted the knightly virtuesethbody the Masonic spirit. The Scottish Rite, from its
inception, has been an advocate of these noble and heroiesvirEverywhere and always, the cardinal principles of
Masonry have remained unchanged.

Scottish Rite Master Craftsman Program
* The Master Craftsman Program is an exciting new by-cegrespondence courge

designed and administered

by staff at the House of the Temple in Washing®@, under the guidance and
leadership of the Supreme

Council, 33° of the Ancient. and Accepted. Scottigk RiSouthern Jurisdiction.
* Consisting of 6 lessons, it utilizes The ScottisheMitual Monitor and Guide by
Arturo de Hoyos.
* The course fee of $35.00 includes all 6 lessons and matdti@ Ritual Monitor
and Guide, and a

personalized certificate and lapel pin upon compiaticthe program.
* Your first shipment will include a welcome letterethirst quiz and return envelope
and a handsome folder in

which to keep your work organized.
* Also included is Arturo de Hoyos™ incomparable resource $bottish Rite Ritua

Monitor and Guide.

For those of you interested in learning more about SboRite Masonry, this is a
excellent format to do so. Currently it is availablerough the website
www.ScottishRiteStore.comThe Western Montana Valley of the Scottish Ritalso
working to obtain a couple dozen of these books, which am¥ésyou the cost of th
shipping & handling. Please contact lllustrious Brother MKikg 33 for more
information in getting your copy.

=]

11%

Page 5




Here are a few questions that could be on the exam:

1. The Lodge of perfection consists of:
a. 1° through 32degrees
b. 4° through 18 degrees
c. 4° through 14 degrees
d. 1°, 2° and 3 degrees

2. In the 14 Perfect Elu, what is sought?
a. Peace
b. Light
C. Balance
d. The lost Word

3.

4.

ring symbolize?
a. Duty and fidelity

d.

The answers appear on the bottom of this page....no peeking!!

Elunisther word for:

a. “Elohim” Hebrew God for “God”
b. Elect or elected

C. llluminate or illumination

d. Element or basis

What does theddveletter “YOD” on the 12

b. the Lost Masters word
C. Immortal Life
All of the above

Named To The Montana Masonic Hall Of Fame

Congratulations to Ill. Brother Lawrence A. Hale,’,33Past Master of Iconic Lodge #38 and Past Venerpble
Master of the Lodge of Perfection, Western Montan#leyaScottish Rite, who was named to the Montana
Masonic Hall of Fame in June, at the 1%4&nnual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free &

Accepted Masons of Montana. Well done and well deseBrother Larry!!

)

Secretary
1650 Jackson Dr.
Missoula, MT 59802
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The answers: 1-c 2-d 3-b 4-b
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